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Authority Signs Agreement with Belgium for High-Speed Rail Planning 

AGREEMENT DEMONSTRATES CONTINUED INTERNATIONAL INTEREST 

 

SACRAMENTO – The California High-Speed Rail Authority signed a memorandum of 

understanding (MOU) today with the country of Belgium to continue sharing high-speed rail 

planning and development information. The agreement, with Belgium’s Federal Public Service 

Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation, was approved by the Authority 

Board at its May 2010 meeting.  

 

“This is another example of the international recognition and support of California’s high-speed 

rail system,” said Curt Pringle, Chairman of the California High-Speed Rail Authority. “We’re 

pleased that this partnership with Belgium will enhance our planning as this project moves 

forward.”  

 

Belgium has been operating high-speed rail since 1997, with routes connecting Belgium to 

France, Germany, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom. The agreement includes the 

exchange of information on technical standards, purchasing and building methods, engineering 

know-how, funding options as well as operations and maintenance data.  

 

“Belgium has extensive experience and expertise in providing high-speed rail technology, with 

neutrality and objectivity towards technical references, standards and manufacturers. The 

Belgian railways have been instrumental in making European high-speed rail a success, through 

international technical integration. We’re happy to share this experience with the California 

HSRA”, said Geert Criel, Consul-General of Belgium.  

 

The signing of the agreement was followed by a presentation by Joseph M. Borremans, Senior 

International Project Manager and Representative for North-America of TUC-RAIL (Belgian 

Railways group). TUC RAIL extended and modernized one of the world’s busiest railway 

networks situated at the heart of Europe and has been involved in many international projects, 

acquiring valuable experience as a leader in high-speed rail technology. 

  

This demonstrated interest in California’s project is the latest to accompany similar agreements 

between the California High-Speed Rail Authority and seven other countries operating high-

speed rail.  
 

The California High-Speed Rail Authority is the state entity responsible for planning, 

constructing and operating an 800-mile-long high-speed train system serving California's major 

metropolitan areas. 
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